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RESOLUTION

on

EEA and regional cooperation: New channels for dialogue
The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the European Economic Area:

A
Noting that local and regional governments in the EEA are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of a substantial part of EU and EEA legislation,
B
Mindful of the lack of provisions in the EEA Agreement regarding cooperation between local and regional actors at EEA level,
1. Welcomes the increasing role of local and regional authorities in the European Union after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty;

2. Expresses its concerns by the findings of a recent study by the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities which shows that EEA legislation is being implemented without sufficient input from the lower levels of government with region-specific knowledge, resulting in inefficiency and implementation of legislation that may be counterproductive at local level; and calls for greater participation and contribution from the local and regional authorities in the EEA EFTA States;
3. Welcomes the launch of the European Commission ‘Europe 2020 Strategy’; hopes that this new initiative will be given real content and useful actions to prepare the EU's economy for the next decade where economic, social and territorial cohesion; and highlights the role of European cohesion policy as a key delivery mechanism to achieve the priorities of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth in Member States and regions where the territorial cooperation objective should be given a more important role and an increased budget;  
4. Notes that the participation of EFTA states in European efforts at regional development actually predates the establishment of the EEA;
5. Welcomes that the EEA EFTA States have participated in the important INTERREG programmes to varying degrees with Iceland and Norway taking part in the Interreg IIIB and IVB Northern Periphery Programmes, while Liechtenstein participates in programmes concerning the Alpine space;
6. Considers participation in INTERREG to be an important value added to the national regional policy in the EEA EFTA States;
7. Notes that around 75% of EU legislation is implemented at local or regional level, making it seem indicated for local and regional representatives to have a say in the development of new EU laws;

8. Notes calls for involving the elected level of government closest to the citizens as one way of addressing concerns that the wider public has been left behind in the ensuing EU integration process;

9. Welcomes the EFTA Standing Committee’s decision to establish a forum of elected representatives of local and regional authorities of the EFTA States with the objective of ensuring  ensure a platform for an active dialogue between the regional authorities of the EEA EFTA States and the EU;

10. Stresses that the new forum on Local and Regional Authorities of the EEA EFTA States represents opportunities for cooperation, communication and dialogue between the EU and the EEA EFTA States on issues where local and regional authorities are often in charge of implementing EEA legislation, such as water, energy, waste, food and veterinary legislation and environmental supervision;

11. Underlines that cooperation between local and regional authorities provides opportunities for greater understanding between the parties and allows the EEA EFTA States to influence legislation affecting the lower levels of government at an early stage; and calls on the forum of local and regional authorities in the EFTA States to take active part in EU policy shaping through European interest organisations for the local and regional levels;
12. Highlights that increased cooperation between regional authorities in the EEA EFTA States and the EU can foster understanding and knowledge of the EU among local and regional politicians and create a channel between regions in Europe that experience similar challenges in implementation of EEA Legislation and build networks among regions with similar interests and challenges.
